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TAGS: SOPN, IT 

SUBJ: MEDIA COVERAGE OF CARTER RAI-TV INTERVIEW ON ITALY 

1 . NEWS AGENCY SUMMARY OF JIMMY CARTER S INTERVIEW WITH RAI 
US CORRESPONDENT JAS GAWRONSKI GIVEN WIDE MEDIA COVERAGE. 

LA STAMPS, IL GIORNO, LA REPUBBLICA, PAESE SERA AND L'UNITA' 

ALL CARRIED NEWS AGENCY STORY FOCUSSING ON STATEMENTS THAT IF 
CARTER BECOMES PRESIDENT HE WOULD NOT OBJECT TO CONTACTS 
WITH PCI; THAT HE BELIEVES THE COMMUNISTS WOULD NOT SEIZE 
TOTAL POWER BUT WILL PARTICIPATE IN GOVERNMENT, AND THAT THEY 
WOULD TRY TO CONVINCE THE WORLD THAT THEY ARE INDEPENDENT 
OF MOSCOW. ALSO FEATURED WAS STATEMENT THAT AMERICAN SHOULD 
NOT TELL THE ITALIANS HOW TO VOTE. PAESE SERA CARRIED STORY 
IN LARGE FRONT-PAGE HEADLINE WITH PACTURE, L'UNITA' AND LA 
REPUBBLICA IN SMALLER FRONT-PAGE ARTICLE. OTHERS CARRIED IN 
INTERIOR PAGES. DC ORGAN IL POPOLO OBSERVED THAT INTERVIEW 
"WAS HAPPLILY PLAYED BY THE COMMUNIST PAPERS AS A KIND OF 
ASSENT, AS A RESIGNED AND TRUSTFUL WILLINGNESS (ON SUBJECT OF) 
EUROCOMMUNISM... HOWEVER JIMMY CARTER WISELY REFRAINS FROM 
GIVING US TOO MUCH ADVICE... THE PCI IS IMPATIENTLY 
SEARCHING THROUGH THE MIST OF THE AMERICAN ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN 
FOR SMOKE SIGNALS INDICATING WESTERN LEGITIMACY... WE BELIEVE 
WE CAN ASSURE MR. CARTER THAT THE PCI WILL NOT SUCCEED IN 
OBTAINING FULL POWER IN ITALY, AND THAT THERE WILL ALSO BE 
COMETHING TO SAY ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF PCI PARTICIPATION 
IN POWER..." 
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COMMENT: FACT THAT COMMUNIST PRESS GAVE INTERVIEW PROMINENT 
TREATMENT AND SEVERAL PAPERS IGNORED IT IS ANOTHER INDICATION 
OF STRONGLY POLITICIZED MEDIA. PCI OBVIOUSLY SEIZING ON 
ANYTHING THEY CAN USE TO DEMONSTRATE LEGITIMACY, AND ONE OF 
CURRENT THEMES IS THAT US OPPOSITION TO PCI ENTERING ITALIAN 
GOVERNMENT WILL DISSIPATE IN EVENT OF PROBABLE VICTORY OF 
DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE. AS PREVIOUSLY RECOMMENDED, 

ANYTHING DEPARTMENT CAN DO TO ALTER PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES 
AND THEIR ADVISERS TO PROBLEMS CAUSED BY PCI'S PARTISAN USE OF 
AMBIGUOUS STATEMENTS WOULD BE IN OVERALL US INTEREST. V OLPE 
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